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Strumaria picta Barker. (Amaryllidaceae.) 

Bulbus oblongo-globosus, in collo breve productus. Folia 2, hyste- 
rantha, erecta, oblongo-oblanceolata, obtusa, supra pilis minutis sparse 
obtecta, marginibus minute ciliatis. Umbella c. 7 floribus, pedunculo 
pedicellisque minute pubescentibus. Perianthii segmenta ad basin libera, 
alba, infra linea media lata rubro-brunnea picta. Filamenta perianthio 
longa dimidia, apice angusta, infra ampliata, base stylo adnata. Stylus 
praeter apicem angustiorem turgidus, stigmate 3-lobato. Ovarium 
globosum. 

Hab. Cape Province. Calvinia Divišion: Lokenberg, Compton and 
Party, Nat. Bot. Gdns. 466/41 (Type, in Herb. National Botanic Gardens), 
flowered at Kirstenbosch 12 May 1943, leaves 21 June 1943. 

Description.— Bulb oblong-globose, 3 cm. long, 2-5 cm. diam., covered 
with pale brown tunics produced into a short neck, about 1 cm. long. 
Leaves 2, just emerging at flowering time, erect, oblong-lanceolate, obtuse, 
shining, margin very minutely ciliate, recurved at the tip, blade green 
with dark purple patches on the back near the base, upper surface with 
scattered very minute hairs, lower surface glabrous, 10 cm. long, 2-2 cm. 
broad. Umbel up to 7-flowered. Peduncle slender, slightly pubescent 
with minute hairs, up to 13 cm. long. Spathes 2, papery, pale mauve 
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Fic. 1. Strumaria picta Barker. 1. Inflorescence, natural size. 2. Bulb with 
leaves produced a month later x 1.. 3. Flower, from above X l. 4. Longi- 
tudinal section of flower X 2. 5. Young stamen X 2. 6. Section across lower 
part of style x 5. 7. Ripe fruit, side view x 1. 8. Ripe fruit, from above x 1. 
(Nat. Bot. Gdns. 466/41.) Del. E. Wassorfall. 
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with darker stripes, up to 1-5 cm. long. Pedicels minutely and sparsely 
pubescent, up to 5 cm. long. Perianth-segments free to the base, white 
with a broad reddish-brown stripe down the centre of the back, the 
three outer 1-8 cm. long and 4 mm. broad, the inner 1-7 cm. long and 
4-5 mm. broad. Stamens about half as long as the perianth ; anthers 
dorsifixed, dark purple brown when young, 3 mm. long; filaments 
slender in the upper half, widening to 1-5 mm. at base, free from one 
another but joined to the base of the style. Style 1-2 mm. long, trique- 
trous and thickened in the lower two thirds, slender above; stigma 
minutely three lobed. Ovary globose, 3 mm. diam. with several ovules 
in each cell, only one of which usually matures. 

This plant has the largest flowers yet found in the genus Strumaria, 
and the broad stripe down the centre of the back of the segments makes 
them very striking. It is this character which has suggested the name. 


Strumaria pubescens Barker. (Amaryllidaceac.) 

Bulbus globosus, in collo longo productus. Folia 2, hysterantha, 
oblongo-lanceolata, expansa, superficie superiora et marginibus pilis 
albis mollis obtectis. Umbella 5—7 floribus, pedunculo pedicellisque 
glabris. Perianthium pallide roseum, fere ad basin partitum, segmentis 
erectis, apicibus recurvatis. Stamina perianthio clare breviora, biseriata, 
styli base adnata. Stylus ad apicem sensim angustatus, stigmate 3-lobato. 
Ovarium globosum. 

Hab. Cape Province. Laingsburg Division: Ngaap Kop, Compton 
14417 and Nat. Bot. Gdns. 151/43 (Type, in Herb: National Botanic 
Gardens), flowers 25 Feb. 1943, leaves 7 June 1943. 

Description. — Bulb globose, 2 cm. long, 1-5 cm. diam., covered with 
brown tunics which continue upwards to form a neck, up to 5 cm. long, 
round the base of the peduncle. Leaves 2, hysteranthous, spreading, 
oblong-lanceolate, about 4:5 cm. long and 1 cm. broad, upper surface 
and margin covered with soft white hairs up to 2 mm. long, the base of the 
inner leaf enclosed in a sheath formed by the base of the outer. Umbel 
5—7-flowered. Spathes 2, papery, mauve, up to 1-5 cm. long. Peduncle 
glabrous, shining, reddish-brown, slightly thickened at the base, 
6—8-5 cm. long. Pedicels glabrous, shining, reddish brown, shading to 
green at the top, 2—3 cm. long. Perianth segments free almost to the 
base, erect with the tips recurved, pale pink with darker pink down 
the centre, 2-5 mm. broad, 1—1 -5 cm. long. Stamens distinctly shorter 
than the perianth, in two rows, three maturing before the rest ; filaments 
pale pink, joined to the base of the style, longest up to 7-5 mm. long: 
anthers dark purple. Style narrowing gradually towards the top; 
stigma minutely three lobed. Ovary globose, 1 mm. diam. 
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Fic. 2. Strumaria pubescens Barker. 1. Bulb with inflorescence, natural size. 
2. Bulb with leaves produced three and a half months later x 1. 3. Portion 
of bulb and leaves, side view x I. 4. Flower from above x 2. 5. Flower. 
side view x 3. 6. Longitudinal section of flower x 3. 7. Young stamen x 10. 
(Compton 14417. Nat. Bot. Gdns. 151/43.) Del. E. Wasserfall. 
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‘Lhe characters distinguishing Hessea and Strumaria are very slender, 
as a detailed study of the genera will show. The shape of the anther 
varies according to the stage of development of the flower: the young 
anther may appear to be basifixed, but when it has shed its pollen and 
shrunk it has the appearance of being dorsifixed. This is the case in 
Strumaria pubescens. It may be found necessary to merge the two 
genera, but in the meantime as a general rule, plants with star-shaped 
flowers with segments spreading from the base are put into Hessea, 
while those with more funnel-shaped tlowers are included in the genus 
Strumaria. 


Dietes Butcheriana Cerstner. (Iridaceae-Moreae.) 

Dietes iridioides Sweet affinis, majoribus foliis, petalo interiore basi 
striata colore luteo, stylo immaculato albo differt. Herba cormibus 
15—30 cm. longis, foliis linearibus lanceolatis circiter 120 cm. longis et 
4—5 cm. latis. Folia decrescentes ad basin sinu sicut culter. Folia et 
caules inflorescentium coriaceae nervis multis parallelis prominentibus. 
Inflorescentia multibrachiata circiter 50 cm. alta, rudimentis foliorum 
praedita. Spathes similiter formatae sicut rudimenta foliorum, cylindrica. 
Ovarium pallens viride, 1-5 cm. longum, 0:3 cm. latum. Flores albae. 
Petala exteriora obovata, 3 cm. longa, 1-5 cm. lata alba, basi luteis 
striata stigmatibus. Petala interiora obovata, 3 cm. longa, 1-2 cm. lata, 
margine ad basin nonnullis luteis striata stigmatibus. Stylus tripartitus 
albus immaculatus, segmentis lanceolatis 2 cm. longis, 0-8 cm. latis. 
Tria stamina 1 cm. longa, filamenta 0-5 cm. longa, 0-05 cm. lata alba- 
lutea ; pollinia lanceolata, 0-5 cm. longa, 0-15 cm. lata, lutea. Pollen 
globosus. Stylus unitus basi filamentis in formam tubi. Semina atra 
triangularia, 0-5 cm. diam. Capsula ovoidea, 5 cm. longa, 2 cm. lata. 

- Habitat in deep shade of the mistbelt-forests of Entumeni-Eshowe- 
Ongoye range of Nkandla Forest (cf. University of Cape Town, Bolus 
Herbarium. Gerstner 601 & 4159 (type) and Natal Herbarium 11923). 
Dietes iridioides Sweet (cf. Bolus Herbarium, Gerstner 4160 & Natal 
Herbarium, Maurice & Evans 309) is more frequent and grows even 
along streams in the bushveld and open places. The Zulus call Dietes 
Butcheriana “ Indawo enkulu” or “ Indawo yehlathi” and use the 
root for curing dysentery. Dietes iridioides is called “ Indawo ” only or 
“ Indawo encane ” and is used at the first menstruation custom of the 
Zulus (NMA), who mix 3 pieces of Indawo encane-roots with kafir-corn 
to make a special bread or porridge for the girl, who, with her girl-friends, 
paint their faces with ochre and hide themselves for several days. 

Dietes Butcheriana is a herb with a corm 15—30 cm. long and some- 
what thicker than a finger. The sword-like leaves are about 120 cm. 


Ficus hippopotami. 
B. branch with fruits, 
Del. F. J. Gerstner. 


Dietes iridioides. 
branch with flower and ripening fruit, 
the spathes removed ; 
D, inner petal; E, stamen ; 

E x 4, others half natural 
Del. F. J. Gerstner. 


Dietes Butcheriana. 
C, outer petal ; 
E, style-crest : 


C, outer petal ; half natural size. 
D. inner petal ; 
half natural size. 


much enlarged. 


F, pollen-grain, ` 


OST 
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long and 4—5 cm. wide and suddenly smaller towards the base, forming 
a slight sinus. The leaves and peduncles are coriacous and the many 
parallel veins prominent. The inflorescence is multibranched, about 
50 em. high and bears many rudimentary leaves. The cylindrical spathes 
enclosing the flowers are sheathes similar to the rudimentary leaves. 
The ovary is pale green. The flowers are white and the corolla very 
deciduous. The outer petals are obovate, 3 cm. long and 1-5 cm. wide 
and have a yellow keel at the base of the blade. The inner petals are 
likewise obovate, about 3 cm. long, 1-2 em. wide and have a few orange 
striations along the margin towards the base, whereas the inner petals 
of Dietes iridioides are pure white in colour. The tripartite style is pure 
white and has not the bloom of purplish-blue like the style of Dietes 
iridioides. The segments of the style are 2 cm. long and 0-8 em. wide. 
The 3 stamens are l cm. long. The lanceolate filaments and anthers 
are both 0-5cm. long. The filaments are yellowish white, the anthers 
yellow. The pollen-grains are globose. The style is united with the 
stamens towards the base to form a short tube. The fruit is an ovoid 
capsule, 3-celled, containing in each cell about 18 black, rugose seeds in 
form like segments, 6 of which would form a cylinder of 1 cm. diameter 
and only 0-2 cm. long. The Dietes, which Wood figured as Dietes 
iridioides in his “ Natal Plants,” is probably Dietes Butcheriana (cf. inner 
petals and size of leaf). 

Named after Mr. Harry J. Butcher, who has for many vears grown 
both species in his garden of indigenous plants at Durban. 


Ficus hippopotami Gerstner. (Moraceae.) 

Fico congensi Engl. et Fico Nekbuda Warb. similis sed fructibus 
pilosis et forma fruticis a Fico congensi (fructibus glabris et arbor alta) 
et fructibus pedicellatis et forma fruticis a Fico Nekbuda (receptaculis 
sessilibus et arbor alta) differt. 

Frutex multibrachiata amans loca paludosa costalia (Hine nomen). 
Cortex basis verrucosa, longitudinaliter et tenuiter fissa, canaque. Basis 
30—60 cm. diam. Folia late ovata-cordata, breviter acuminata apice 
subacuta, plerumque 12 cm. Xx 16 cm. sed 21 x 28cm. non rara. Costa 
media nervique laterales supra paululum prominentes infraque multum 
prominentes. Foliorum lamina supra reticulata, glabra, infra reticulata 
pubescentia. Petioli 4—10 cm. longi et pubescentes. Stipulae pallide 
brunneae, caducae oblongae ovatae, circiter 3 cm. longae, 1 cm. latae 
plus minusque pilosae. Fici axillares solitarii, nati in paribus uno 
abortivo. Pedunculus 2—2-5 cm. longus. Receptacula pedicellata, rufa 
pubescentia maculis luteis, 2 cm. X 3 cm. piriforma. Bracteae basales 2, 
rufae pubescentes. Ostiolum poriforme. 
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Habitat : In swamps of the Zululand coast. Gerstner 2940 in Natal 
and Kew Herbarium (type) with receptacles, found 3/3/39 at Mtunzini 
on the way to the Siyayi Lagoon, left-hand side in very deep swamps, 
about 100 yards before the cars going to the Siyayi Lagoon have to stop 
on the sands. Cf. also Gerstner 4162 in the University of Cape Town, 
Bolus Herbarium. 

Ficus hippopotami is named in accordance with its Zulu name 
“umVubu,” and the geographical distribution of the hippopotami (in 
Zulu “ imVubu ”) and of this Ficus is very much the same in Zululand. 
In shape it is a very much branched shrub and seldom reaches the form 
of a tree. According to a report from Kew-Herbarium re my specimen 
2940 “ it is nearest Ficus congensis Engl., but it differs in having pubescent 
receptacles.” As Ficus congensis is a big tree and our species a typical 
shrub I dare to assume that both differ quite well. If no fruits are 
present it will be very difficult to distinguish this species looking on the 
leaf-characters only from Ficus Nekbuda; but the sessile fruits of the 
latter are a very good distinctive characteristic, but they differ in form 
and in habitat as well, for Ficus Nekbuda prefers the hills near the sea 
and grows to a huge tree. Ficus hippopotami, on the other hand, is a 
much-branched shrub, branching always near the base and prefers the 
swamps. The bark of the bigger stems (30—60 cm.) is verrucose, 
slightly longitudinally fissured and grey. The leaves are large ovate- 
cordate with short subacute apex. They are usually of a size of about 
12 x 16cm., but leaves of 21 x 28 cm. also occur. The strong midrib 
is elevated slightly on the upper surface but very much so on the lower 
one. The blades are reticulate, coriacious above and pubescent and 
recticulate below. The petioles are about 4—10 cm. long and pubescent. 
The stipules are pale brownish-red, deciduous, oblong-ovate, about 
3 cm. long and 1 em. wide and more or less hairy. The figs are single 
in the axils of the leaves, although they are borne in pairs, but one is 
usually abortive. The peduncles are 2—2-5 cm. long, the receptacles 
hairy, reddish with yellow spots, 2 x 3 cm., in form like a little pear. 
The two bracts are reddish hairy and the ostiole small and round. 


Triglochin compactum Adamson. (Juncaginaceae.) 

Herba tuberosa. Tuberi parvi, fusiformes, numerosi, in aggregato 
bulbiforme congesti, fibris teneris intertextis circumdatis. Folia pauca, 
1—4, erecta, linearia, subrigida, saepissime hysterantha, vaginis pallidis, 
elongatis. Scapus erectus, rigidus, 12—15 cm. altus, foliis multo longior, 
racemo subsecundo. Pedicelli florum subnulli, fructum elongati, circa 
3 mm., erecti vel ascendentes. Fructus 4—5 mm. longus, 1 mm. latus, 
angustissime ovoideus, stigmatis divaricatis. 
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Hab. Cape Province. Cape Peninsula: Slopes of Karbonkelberg 
above Hout Bay, Compton 14436 (type in Herb. Nat. Bot. Gdns.) ; 
Isaac 10. Griqualand East: Zuurberg, Tyson 1866. 

A distinctive species flowering in late summer, distinguished by the 
bulb-like underground part, 2—3 cm. diam., the numerous pointed tubers, 
the few erect usually hysteranthous leaves, and the slender rigid scapes. 


Crassula Levynsiae Adamson. (Crassulaceae.) 

§ Tillaeoideae. 

Caules perennes, decumbentes, radicantes, apice ascendentes, 4—6 cm. 
longi, pauciramosi. Folia patentia, glabra, carnosa, subclavata, 4—5 mm. 
longa, 1—2 mm. diam. Flores 2—3 axillares, pedicellis 3—4 mm. longis, 
tandem decurvatis. Lobi calycini acuti, tubo conico breviores: Petala 
alba, obovata, obtusa vel cucullata, 3—4 mm. longa, staminibus duplo 
longiora. Squamae truncatae, apice rubrae, anthesin carpidia aequilongae. 
Carpidia subsphaerica, uniovulata, stylo duplo longiora. 

Hab. Cape Province. Cape Division: damp heathy hollows on the 
Cape Flats. Fl. June-July. Klipfontein Road, 11 m. from Cape Town, 
Levyns (Adamson 3497, type in Herb. Bolus); Fish Hoek, Levyns. 

Flowers much like those of C. natans Thunb., but the leaf and habit 
quite different. Named in honour of Mrs. M. R. Levyns, the discoverer 
of the species. 


Erica Bondiae Compton. (Ericaceae—Ericoideae.) 

§ Evanthe. 

Fruticulus erectus, ubique, praeter in corolla, glandulis stipitatis 
indutus. Folia 3—4-nata, erecto-patentia, obtusa, oblonga, sulcata. 
Flores 1-, 3- vel 4-nata, terminales. Bracteae 1 media, alterae sub- 
approximatae. Sepala lineari-lanceolata, infra scariosa, supra viridia, 
sulcata. Corolla glabra, anguste obconico-campanulata, lobis parum 
expansis. Antherae dorsifixae, triangulares, laeves, muticae. Ovarium 
oblato-globosum. 8-lobatum, glabrum. Stigma haud exsertum, parum 
obliquum, capitellatum. 

A small slender erect shrub, all vegetative parts (stems, leaves, 
pedicels, bracts and sepals), bearing spreading stalked glands. Leaves 
3-nate or 4-nate, erecto-patent, longer than the internodes, 3—5 mm. 
long, oblong, obtuse, sulcate or slightly open-backed, the margins ` 
rounded. Flowers terminal, 1-, 3- or 4-nate. Pedicels straight or 
decurved, 3—4 mm. long. Bracts 3, one median, the other two sub- 
approximate, linear, green. Sepals linear-lanceolate, sub-scarious at base, 
green and sulcate at tip, 3—4 mm. long. Corolla narrow obconical- 
campanulate, pale pink, of delicate texture, glabrous, the tube c. 9 mm. 
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long, the lobes slightly spreading, c. 2mm. long. Filaments c. 8 mm. 
long, curved below the anthers. Anther dorsifixed, broad-based, 
acute, dark brown, smooth, muticous, c. 1-3 mm. long, the pore about 
4 as long as the cell. Ovary on a lobed disc, oblate-globose, 8-lobed, 
glabrous. Style c. 8 mm. long, the stigma capitellate, slightly oblique. 

Hab. Cape Province. Uniondale Division : Mannetjeberg (Kamanassie 
Mts.), 1000 m. alt., 1 Feb. 1941, Bond 925. (Type, in Herb. Nat. Bot. 
Gardens). 


This new Erica is perhaps most nearly related to E. glandulosa 
Thbg., and bears some resemblance to the var. breviflora Bolus. The 
latter variety is based on Burchell 4803 “ On the road between Gamtoos 
River and Inhospitable Station °” in the Humansdorp Division, i.e. in 
the middle of the E. glandulosa area, and about 130 miles from the 
Mannetjeberg. From this plant Æ. Bondiae differs, moreover, in its 
shorter sepals and anthers, smaller and glabrous corollas, and the shorter 
but .more numerous glandular hairs on leaves and calyx. From typical 


Fic. 6. Erica Bondiae. 1. Portion of shoot X 6. 2. Leaf x 10. 3. Inflorescence 
x l. +4. Bract x 5. 3. Flower x 2. 6. Ls: Flower x 2. 7. Sepal x 4: 
8, 9, 10. Stamens x 10. 11. Ovary x 5. 12. Stigma x 5. (Bond 925.) Del. 
M. Walgate. 


E. glandulosa it is of course widely distinct, though I think it should 
be associated therewith, and accordingly placed in the § Evanthe, in 
spite of the small corolla, which only just attains the length of 43 lines, 
which is regarded as the minimum for this section in the Flora Capensis. 


Erica ostiaria Compton. 

§ Pyronium. 

Frutex erectus, ramosus, cubfastigiatus. Caules dense plumoso- 
pubescentes. Folia 3-nata, glabrescentia, linearia, sulcata, imbricata, 
erecto-patentia. Flores in fasciculis parvis, terminalibus axillaribusque. 
Pedicelli plumoso-pubescentes. Bracteae approximatae, obtusae, sul- 
catae, puberulae. Sepala .ovato-lanceolata, obtusa, puberula, apice 
sulcata. Corolla urceolata, faucibus parum constrictis, minute puberula, 
lobis brevibus, obtusis, erectis. Antherae exsertae, muticae, scabridulae. 
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Ovarium globosum, pubescente. Stigma longe exserta, capitellata, 
4-umbonata. 

An erect, much-branched, somewhat fastigiate shrub. Stems densely 
grey-plumose-pubescent. Leaves 3-nate, very minutely puberulous 
when young, quickly glabrescent, linear, obtuse, sulcate, 2—3 mm. long, 
erecto-patent, imbricate. Flowers in small terminal and axillary 
clusters of 4—7. Pedicels plumose-pubescent, c. 3—4 mm. long. Bracts 
approximate, narrow-elliptical, obtuse, sulcate, puberulous, the longest 


Fic. 7. Erica ostiaria. Branch, nat. size. 1. Flower x 10. 2. Corolla x 10. 
3. Stamen x 10. 4,5. Anther, side and back view x 20. 6. Gynaecium x 10. 
7, 8, 9. Bracts x 20. 10. Sepal x 10. 11. Whorl of leaves x 10. 12. Leaf x 
10. (Compton 8660.) Del. L. R. van Niekerk. 


c. 1 mm. long. Sepals ovate-lanceolate, obtuse, puberulous, sulcate at 
the tips, c. 1-5 mm. long. Corolla urceolate, slightly narrowed at the 
throat, minutely puberulous, pinkish white, c. 2 mm. long x 2 mm. wide, 
the lobes short, very obtuse, erect. Filaments slender, somewhat 
flexuous. Anthers exserted, dorsifixed, muticous, scabridulous, obtuse, 
c. 1 mm. long, the pore small. Ovary globose-pubescent. Style slender 
with a few short hairs, slightly curved, 5mm. long. Stigma capitellate 
with four terminal protuberances, far-exserted. 
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Hab. Cape Province. Prince Albert Division: Seven Weeks Poort, 
Klein Swartberg, 1000 m. alt., 23 March 1940, Compton 8660 (Type, in 
Herb. National Botanic Gardens); Primos 24. 

Erica ostiaria is most nearly related to E. demissa Klotzsch and 
E. bicolor Thbg., the former having a more easterly and the latter a more 
westerly distribution. From Æ. demissa it is distinguished by its wider 
corolla, its approximate bracts, and its further-exserted hispidulous 
anthers. From Æ. bicolor it differs in its puberulous dull-coloured 
corolla, exserted muticous anthers and approximate bracts. 


Erica philippioides Compton. 

§ Arsace. 

Fruticulus mollis, ramosissimus, diffusus, ubique breviter pubescens. 
Folia 3-nata, erecto-patentia, linearia, sulcata, obtusa. Flores minuti, 
terminales, plerumque 3-nati, aggregati. Bracteae 2, remotae. Sepala 


Fic. 8. Erica philippioides. 1. Portion of plant x 1. 2. Inflorescence X 5. 
3. Floral leaf x 5. 4. Flower x 10. 5. L.s. Flower X 10. 6. Calyx x 10. 
7. Corolla x 10. 8. Stamens x 10. 9. Anther x 20. (Compton 7057.) 
Del. M. Walgate. 


base connata, ovata. Corolla campanulata, alba, puberula, lobis tubo 
subaequantibus. Antherae inclusae, subcohaerentes, laeves, bilobatae, 
obtusae, muticae. Ovarium globosum, minute hispidulum. Stylus 
perbrevis, stigmate peltato, manifesto. 

A small much-branched soft diffuse or spreading shrub. Stems 
slender, straight or flexuous, shortly pubescent. Leaves 3-nate, erecto- 
patent, linear, sulcate, obtuse, shortly pubescent, 4—5 mm. long, 0:5 mm. 
wide. Flowers minute, terminal, mostly 3-nate, clustered towards the 
ends of the branches. Pedicel, bracts, calyx and corolla puberulous. 
Pedicel 0-5 mm. long. Bracts 2, remote, 0-2 mm. long. Sepals connate 
at base, ovate, 0-5mm. long. Corolla campanulate, open-mouthed, 
white, 1:0 mm. long, the lobes broadly ovate, obtuse, nearly as long as 
the tube. Filaments very short and slender. Anthers subcoherent 
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round the style, smooth, bilobed; obtuse, muticous, 0-4 mm. long. 
Ovary globose, minutely hispidulous. Style very short. Stigma peltate, 
manifest. 

Hab. Cape Province. Clanwilliam Division: Middleberg (Cederberg 
Mts.), waterfall 1300 m., 25 Sept. 1937, P. de Kock and Compton 7057. 
(Type, in Herb. Nat. Bot. Gardens); Tafelberg, 2000 m., south side, 
among rocks, 25 Sept. 1942, Esterhuysen 8101; Waterkloof, 1000 m., 
26 Sept. 1942, Hsterhuysen 8108. 

An inconspicuous plant with very numerous minute flowers, having 
the appearance in growth and many of the floral characters of a Philippia 
or other minor Ericoidean genus. Bracts are present, however, as well 
as the eight stamens and the 4-locular multi-ovulate ovary of a typical 
Erica. The bracts on the pedicel are two, the other being basal and not 
coming away with the pedicel. (Other species of the § Arsace also show 
a reduction in the number of bracts.) So far only known from moist 
shady situations high in the Cederberg Range. 


Erica sonora Compton. 
§ Ceramus. 


Frutex erectus. Caules virgati, glabri. Folia 3-nata, suberecta, 
linearia, sulcata, glabra, mucrone subpungente. Flores laxe aggregati 
in pedunculis terminalibus. Pedicellus elongatus, minute puberulus. 
Bracteae submedianae, angustae, puberulae, acuminatae. Sepala parva, 
deltoidea, puberula, apiculata. Corolla globoso-inflata, supra medio 
latiora, glabra, rosea, segmentis parvis, erectis vel subexpansis, saturate 
roseis. Antherae triangulares, in filamentis curvatis dorsifixae : cristae 
latae, dentatae, adnatae, apicibus subulatis, deflexis : foramina magna. 
Ovarium stipitatum, obovoideum, glabrum, stylo recto, stigmate mani- 
festo, capitellato. 

An erect shrub up to 1 m. high, with virgate branches. Stems glabrous. 
Leaves 3-nate, sub-erect or slightly curved, linear, sulcate, acute, ending 
in a sub-pungent mucro, glabrous, 10—15 mm. long, 1 mm. wide. Flowers 
numerous in a loose cluster on a terminal bracteate peduncle. 
Pedicel slender, 6—8 mm. long, minutely puberulous. Bracts scattered, 
sub-median, variable in position, slender, apiculate, puberulous, c. 1 mm. 
long. Sepals deltoid, puberulous, c. 1-5 mm. long, apiculate. Corolla 
globose-inflated, widest slightly above the middle, c. 5 mm. long and 
diam., pink, glabrous, the segments small, erect or sub-spreading, deeper 
coloured, 1 mm. long. Anthers triangular, c. 0-8 mm. long., dorsifixed 
on slender bent filaments, with broad adnate toothed crests with deflexed 
subulate points, the pores almost as long as the cells. Ovary stipitate, 
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obovoid, glabrous, the style straight, 2 mm. long, the stigma manifest, 
capitellate. i 

Hab. Cape Province. Van Rhynsdorp Division: Snorkfontein 
(Giftberg), 600 m. alt., 30 May 1938, Compton 7214 (Type, in Herb. Nat. 
Bot. Gardens) ; same locality and date, Salter 7269. 

Erica sonora is allied to E. inflata Thbg., which it much resembles 
in habit of growth, leaves and inflorescence. It differs, however, in the 
shorter pedicels, the smaller flowers with a relatively broader globose 
corolla, the correspondingly shorter filaments and style, and especially 
in the stamen crests which are very distinct from the long-curled, thread- 
like awns on the anther-cell possessed by Æ. inflata. Thunberg’s type of 
E. inflata (in Herb. Kew.) has an ovoid corolla: and although the figures 
of E. ollula Andr. (which FI. Cap. regards as synonymous with Æ. inflata) 
in Heathery 275 and Lodd. Bot. Cab. 1646 show a globose corolla they 


2 


Fic. 9. Erica sonora. 1. Portion of plant x 1. 2. Portion of stem x 2. 3. In- 
florescence x 2. 4. Floral leaf x 5. 5. Bract x 5. 6. L.s. Flower x 3. 
7. Sepal x 5. 8, 9, 10. Anthers x 10. 11. Young gynaecium X 5. 12. Older 
ovary X 5. 13. T.s. Ovary X 5. (Compton 7214.) Del. M. Walgate. 


also show the long-aristate anther. The locality of H. sonora is much 
further north than any recorded for E. inflata. The name alludes to the 
intermittently resounding waterfall from which Snorkfontein takes its 


name. 


Erica umbonata Compton. 

§ Arsace. 

Frutex erectus, ramosus. Caules glanduloso-pubescentes. Folia 
3-nata, patentia, linearia, sulcata, obtusa, velutino-puberula, setis longis 
glandulosis paucis intermixtis. Flores numerosi, in fasciculis parvis, 
terminalibus axillaribusque. Pedicelli pubescentes. Bracteae 3, basales, 
minutae. Sepala lanceolata, sicut folia induta. Corolla urceolata, 
sparse puberula, lobis tubo aequilongis, ore parum expanso. Antherae 
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manifestae, muticae vel minute aristulatae, ovoideae, obtusae. Ovarium 
depresso-globosum, 8-lobatum, parum puberulum. Stylus robustus, 
stigmate exserto, sub-peltato, umbonibus 4 ornatus. 

An erect densely branched shrub. Stems glandular-pubescent with 
hairs of different lengths. Leaves 3-nate, patent, linear, sulcate, obtuse, 
closely velvety-puberulous with a few iong spreading gland-tipped hairs, 
c. 5—7 mm. long, 1 mm. wide. Flowers numerous in small terminal and 


Fic. 10. Erica umbonata. Branch, natural size. 1. Flower x 10. 2. Corolla x 10. 
3, 4, 5. Bracts x 15. 6. Sepal x 15. 7. Gynaecium X 15. 8. Stamen x 15. 
9, 10, 11. Anther, side, front and back view x 20. 12. Old leaf x 5. 13. Whorl 
of leaves X 5. (Compton 4036.) Del. L. R. van Niekerk. 


axillary clusters. Pedicels pubescent, c. 1-5 mm. long. Bracts 3, basal, 
minute, c. 0-6 mm. long. Sepals lanceolate, c. 1-3 mm. long, pubescent 
with a few long gland-tipped hairs. Corolla urceolate, thinly puberulous, 
dull pink, c. 1-8 mm. long x 2-0 mm. wide, slightly spreading at the 
mouth, the obtuse lobes about as long as the tube. Anthers manifest, 
muticous or very minutely aristulate, smooth, ovoid, obtuse, c. 0-6 mm. 
long, the pores about half the length of the cell. Ovary depressed-globose. 
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8-lobed, thinly puberulous above. Style stout, 1-5 mm. long, broadening 
distally to the exserted truncate stigma, which has four obtuse promin- 
ences. 

Hab. Cape Province. Prince Albert Division: Seven Weeks Poort, 
27 September 1932, Compton 4036 (Type, in Herb. National Botanic 
Gardens); same locality and date, Barker in Herb. Bolus 20627 (and 
in Herb. Kew). 

This new species approaches Æ. leucopelta Tausch in many respects, 
especially the var. ephebioides Bolus, from which, however, it is well 
distinguished by the greater length of the style and the exserted truncate 
or sub-peltate stigma with its four prominent protuberances. So far 
it is only recorded from Seven Weeks Poort in the Little Swartberg range, 
where it occurs on shady rock-ledges. 


